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Introduction by myself

Name: Ragul Adhithya Rakkiappasmay Raadha

Dual Degree Student from University of Melbourne (Master in 
International Business)

MSc in Global Supply Chain Management at HEC Montreal

Lived in Melbourne from Feb 2019 to Dec 2019
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Interesting Facts about country

• Range of habitats, from rainforests and deserts 
to alpine mountains and underwater 
ecosystems

• Coastline stretches almost 50,000 kilometres 
and is linked by over 10,000 beaches

• More than 85 per cent of Australians live within 
50 kilometres of the coast

• Adventurous, sporting, coastline laid back 
lifestyle

• Has six of the world’s top 100 universities as per 
Times Higher Education Ranking

https://www.educations.com/top-10-lists/top-10-study-abroad-countries-global-2019-14340
https://www.idp.com/saudiarabia/blog/what-makes-australia-unique/?lang=en
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Coffee

• 75% of the entire population drink 
coffe! Of those, 28% have three or 
more cups of coffee daily. 

• Aussies as a nation consume 37 
million kilograms of coffee a year.

• Average cost of coffee in Australia 
is $4.12, which happens to be third-
cheapest coffee in the world!

• Average Australian consumers 14 
cups of coffee every week.

https://whatasleep.com.au/blog/coffee-statistics-australia/
https://edfman.com/news/896-coffee-culture-australia
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Interesting facts about the City

• Melbourne in Australia was 
previously called Batmania. 

• Melbourne is home to the highest 
Italian and Greek populations in the 
world outside their own countries

• As of the year 2013, around 38% of 
Melbourne's residents were born 
overseas

• University of Melbourne is situated 
right in the city area

https://www.experienceoz.com.au/en/melbourne-facts
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Academic Calendar

• Semester 1
• Melbourne Orientation (Important) – book slots for orientation

• Starts usually on the first week of March or from the last week of February for 
12 weeks

• One week Non Teaching Period to catch in April (usually in the second week –
mid term during Easter Holidays)

• Exams in the month of June and results resulted progressively before the 
deadline
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Academic Calendar

• Semester 2
• Melbourne orientation in the month of July

• From last week of July or First Week of August Semester begins for 12 weeks

• Non teaching period for one week in between to catch up

• Exams in the month of November and results are released before the 
deadline

• Possibility to study subjects in Winter and Summer Term

• Check out the link for the detailed calendar
• https://www.unimelb.edu.au/dates?queries_year_fquery=next_year
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Weather

• Melbourne’s climate is temperate but variable. Possible to experience 
4 seasons in a day

• Always carry an UMBREALLA or Rain coat

• The maximum temperature every recorded in Melbourne was 46.4 
degrees Celsius (115.5 degrees Fahrenheit) in 2009, while the 
minimum was -2.8 degrees Celsius (28.9 degrees Fahrenheit) in 1869

• You should expect a number of 40+ degrees Celsius days – especially 
during the middle of summer.

https://www.experienceoz.com.au/en/melbourne-facts 8
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Transportation

• Trains, Buses and Trams connecting the 
regionals areas also

• Apply for Student Public Transport 
Concession - Myki

• PTV Mobile App for travel planning

• Can save cost with annual myki with an 
international Undergraduate Student 
Education pass (iUSEpass) myki card

• Add Myki card to your phone (Android and 
iOS with NFC Capabilties) and can save on 
card the physical card

https://www.itnews.com.au/news/victorians-flock-to-google-pay-myki-alternative-526557

9



Melbourne 
Trams

• Melbourne has the largest 
public tram system in the 
world

• University of Melbourne is the 
Stop 1 in the tram network

• The city’s Free Tram 
Zone extends from Queen 
Victoria Market to Docklands, 
Spring Street, Flinders Street 
Station and Federation Square.

• Tram Tracker for iPhone and 
Tram Hunter for Android

https://transitmap.net/melbourne-tram-network-2021/
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Campus Life – Maps
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Library and Study Spaces

• Total of 11 Library accessible to all students of 
University of Melbourne

• Dedicated library for the Faculty of Business and 
Economics - Giblin Eunson Library

• 3 Floors of Library with dedicated study spaces

• Dedicated study spaces for students in the 
buildings

• Dedicated library for Gaming, Ficition, Movies, 
Comics and VR and borrow the gadgets with 
student ID card and play games (Rowden White 
Library’s)

https://www.pinterest.ca/pin/148126275215855061/
https://designinc.com.au/projects/vic/the-university-of-melbourne-faculty-of-business-and-economics-student-spaces
https://unimelbesa.wixsite.com/umesaofficial/post/gaming-on-campus-the-rowdy
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International 
Student 
Checklist
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University of Melbourne 
Student Union

• More than 150 clubs

• Regular weekly emails 
to update and keep 
you on track

• Helps you to connect 
socially with the 
other students and 
organises activities

• Support Activities

14



Stop 1

• One stop for all your queries

• They will be able to assist you with any question either physically, in 
calls, chats or zooms
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Currency and Cost of living

• Australian Dollar – Currently Exchange rate is 1 CAD to 1.10 AUD

• Accommodation
• Hostels and Guesthouses - $90 to $150 per week
• Shared Rental - $95 to $215 per week
• On campus - $110 to $280 per week
• Homestay - $235 to $325 per week
• Rental - $185 to $440 per week
• Boarding schools - $11,000 to $22,000 a year

• Other living expenses
• Groceries and eating out - $140 to $280 per week
• Gas, electricity - $10 to $20 per week
• Phone and Internet - $15 to $30 per week
• Public transport - $30 to $60 per week
• Entertainment - $80 to $150 per week

• For students total for 12 Months - AUD$21,041

• In my experience, the cost would be around 1000 AUD to 1800 AUD depending on style of living

Source: Study in Australia 16



Language

• English is the main language spoken

• Get used to the Australian Slang
• Arvo: afternoon
• Servo: gas station
• Bloke: Male
• Call it a day: Finish what you are doing
• Manchester: Towel or Bed linen
• Mate: terms of friendship
• Reckon: to agree, an opinion
• Ta: Thank you
• Veggies: Vegetable
• Slack: Lazy
• Rip off: to cheat

https://theconversation.com/aussie-slang-is-as-diverse-as-australia-itself-27973 17



Mateship

• Australian cultural idiom that embodies equality, loyalty and 
friendship. 

• Mateship derives from mate, meaning friend, commonly used in 
Australia as an amicable form of address.

https://medium.com/the-mission/the-power-of-mateship-and-why-the-world-needs-it-6445f1682cc3 18



Thank You!

• Contact Info

• Email: ragul-adhithya.rakkiappasamy-
raadha@hec.ca

• Phone: 438 866 0114

• Facebook: Ragul Adhithya
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